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ARJEN AND YVONNE RYDER 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: I rise today on behalf of the Albany community to pay tribute to the 
memory of Mr Arjen Ryder and Mrs Yvonne Ryder, who died tragically on Malaysia Airlines flight MH17. 
Arjen and Yvonne were returning home to Albany after what they had described as a seven-week trip of a 
lifetime to Europe. Arjen moved with his family to Albany as a six-year-old. After graduating from the Muresk 
Institute in 1980, he and Yvonne were married. Arjen began his career with the Department of Agriculture and 
Food in 1983 and in 1986 was transferred to Albany. As a senior technical officer with DAFWA, Arjen made a 
recognised contribution to agriculture in the great southern through his leading work on perennial pastures, 
groundwater systems and salinity. He was dedicated to his work and shared that knowledge with a cheerful 
enthusiasm that certainly had an influence on the careers of a few of his work colleagues. Yvonne commenced 
work in 2000 as a teacher’s aide at John Calvin School where she showed a passion and commitment for 
working with her students, and was active in the school community. Arjen was a keen cyclist who also loved 
canoeing and sailing. Yvonne was a keen tennis player. As devout Christians, they were both active in the Free 
Reformed Church. In a show of how Arjen and Yvonne had touched so many people’s lives in their own special 
way, hundreds of people from the Albany community attended a warm and very moving memorial service held 
in their church by pastor, Reverend Alkema. 

Arjen and Yvonne leave behind children Robyn, Drew and Tiffany and grandchildren Belle, Zavier, Millie, 
Ruby and Jett. They will be in our thoughts and prayers. 
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